THE LEARNED PRINTERS

THE New Learning began to lose its dominant po-
sition among the intellectual classes as the sixteenth
century developed other and more spiritual inter-
ests. Its powerful influence continued to penetrate
to other social classes and to the countries which
were beyond the range of its earlier enthusiasms.
The task of spreading this influence, and of pre-
serving what cultural life had gained, was taken up
by two families of printers, in Venice and in Paris.
Each established itself upon a prosperous business
built on a reputation for scholastic authority, and
both ended by proving that learning alone will not
meet the needs of the world.

ALDUS MANUTXUS went to Venice in 1488 for the
purpose of promoting Greek studies by issuing
better texts than had theretofore been obtainable.
He had won the favor of the Roman family of the
Carpi, while a tutor in its household, and this made
possible his early success. His first book was in a
type wltich he might have designed himself, but by
1494 fee had secured another more carefully made.
Having In mind the imperative necessity of produ-
cifig books which should not be expensive, so that
they might be within the means of many who longed
to share tit the knowledge of the ancient classics,